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We spoke to children and young people in different types of schools and projects across England and Wales. 2132children and y0C25124.014175.62201666.284.3540972 121-124.5
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Children and young people explained that boys and girls get different types of unfair and unhelpful messages about online sexual harm. For girls this includes messages that if they don’t share nude pictures of themselves they’re ‘uptight’ and if they do they’re  

to blame. PRESSURES 

FROM 

GENDER 

NORMS AND 
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Children and young people told us 
they wanted more support from adults 
and professionals to help them avoid 
and deal with online sexual harm. 
They said they needed:
__ more support to recognise, avoid,  
and respond to potential risks

__ more action to reduce the pressures 
and risks children and young people 
face online

__ more understanding of their online 
lives amongst adults, and more 
relevant messaging and responses.SOME 
SIMPLE 
REQUESTS
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�_For the young people we spoke to who had experienced online sexual harm, education had 
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__ Through education which reflects  
their lived experiences

__ Through two-way conversations  
(not just being talked at)

__ By having a chance to input and  
influence lesson plans

__ Having their own expertise  
and experiences listened to

__ In lessons which present risk 
proportionally (acknowledging the 
positive and negative impacts of 
being online)

__ Through different types of 
resources and different types 
of teachers (including external 
‘experts’ and people with lived 
experience of these issues)

__ In lessons that feel make them feel  
safe –and where they feel they can 
ask difficult questions

HOW 
CHILDREN 
AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE 
WANT TO 
LEARN
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The ‘online industry’: children and young 
people told us that companies which make 
the apps, platforms and websites that they 
use should work harder to help keep them 
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http://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/1-2-1-counsellor-chat/ 
http://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/1-2-1-counsellor-chat/ 
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre
http://www.iicsa.org.uk/document/learning-about-online-sexual-harm-executive-summary
http://www.iicsa.org.uk/document/learning-about-online-sexual-harm-executive-summary
http://www.iicsa.org.uk/document/learning-about-online-sexual-harm-executive-summary
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