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Text of the Film 
 

1. “Child sexual exploitation – or CSE - is a form of child sexual abuse. What 

differentiates it from other forms is the concept of exchange – the fact that the 

young person or the person abusing them receives something in return for the 

abusive act.  

2. CSE can affect any child under 18 years of age. Although 16 and 17 year olds can 

legally consent to have sex, they can still be abused in this way. 

3. Research tells us that both males and females are abused through CSE. Similarly, 

both males and females perpetrate the abuse.  

4. We also know from research that CSE exists across every ethnic grouping, both in 

terms of those perpetrating and in terms of those experiencing the abuse. 

5. Whilst most of our focus historically has been on adults abusing children through 

CSE, we are increasingly learning about peer on peer abuse and the risk that 

young people face within their own social settings. 

6. CSE can take place online and offline. It can be perpetrated by individuals or by 

groups. 

7. There is no typical CSE case. CSE takes many different forms. A 14 year old boy, 

for example, giving oral sex to a 17 year old boy in return for money. Or three 15 

year olds being taken to a party house, given drugs or alcohol, and then told they 

have to ‘pay this back’ by sexual activity with adults. 

8. What is common across all forms of CSE is the rarity with which young people 

disclose what is happening to them. There are many different reasons for this – 

many young people don’t even realise the abusive nature of what is happening. 

Some may even feel in some way complicit in the abuse because there has been 



year old girl as sexually active. Or when we describe a 35 year old male as a 14 

year old’s ‘boyfriend’ as opposed to an abuser. 

10. What we also know from research is that an effective response to CSE needs to 

move beyond a focus on victims and also focus on perpetrators. We talk about 

the 3 P’s – an effective response needs to have: prevention, protection and 

prosecution. And although there is no offence of CSE there are a range of 

offences under the Sexual Offences Act that we can – and should – use to 

prosecute this abuse.1 

 

So, a final thought. CSE can affect any child and no one agency holds the solution to 

this. We must work together to safeguard young people; work together to prevent, 

protect and prosecute.” 

 

Research Summary 

 

The observations shared in this film are drawn from a wide range of research undertaken 

by staff at ‘The International Centre’, and embedded in current policy frameworks. For 

further information please see the links at the end of this document. 

 

Contextualising CSE 

 

 

The key thing that distinguishes CSE from other forms of child sexual abuse is the 

concept of exchange – the fact that someone coerces or manipulates a child into 

engaging in sexual activity in return for something they need or desire and/or for the 

gain of those perpetrating or facilitating the abuse.  

 

                                                           
1
 Please note that since the publication of this short film and briefing paper the Serious Crime Act 

2015 changed all references to ‘child prostitution or pornography’ in the Sexual Offences Act 

2003 with alternative wording of ‘sexual exploitation of children’, creating a set of offences 

entitled ‘sexual exploitation of children’.  



CSE can take many different forms including: 

 

 internet exploitation; 

 exploitation at party houses; 





Is there someone you know who would benefit from seeing this short film? If so, 

take a minute to pass it on http://youtu.be/b-LcS0fwTxg 
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http://www.beds.ac.uk/news/2013/november/qap
http://www.beds.ac.uk/news/2013/november/qap


situations, contexts and relationships where young people (or a third person or 

persons) receive ‘something’ (e.g. food, accommodation, drugs, alcohol, cigarettes, 

affection, gifts, money) as a result of them performing, and/or another or others 

performing on them, sexual activities. Child sexual exploitation can occur through the 

use of technology without the child’s immediate recognition; for example being 

persuaded to post sexual images on the Internet/mobile phones without immediate 

payment or gain. In all cases, those exploiting the child/young person have power 

over them by virtue of their age, gender, intellect, physical strength and/or economic 

or other resources. Violenc


